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Press Release

Scaled Composites Taxis World’s Largest Aircraft
Stratolaunch Aircraft Moves Under Its Own Power

MOJAVE, CA, December 16, 2017:
This past weekend, the Scaled test team successfully executed a low speed taxi test of the Stratolaunch
aircraft. During this initial taxi test, the aircraft moved down the runway under its own power for the
first time. These first test points have demonstrated the fundamental ability to control the aircraft
speed and direction on the runway.
What is it like to move the world’s largest aircraft? Joe Sweat, Project Pilot, commented, “It was a lot
less intimidating once we had it out there, in terms of how much runway we take up. From a visual
standpoint, we had a lot more room than I was anticipating. Getting the airplane moving under its own
power was really interesting – just seeing and feeling how the nose wheel steering reacts and how the
brakes respond to the inputs.”

We have been working with Stratolaunch for the past five years designing, building, and testing
the world’s largest aircraft. Paul Allen’s mission for Stratolaunch is developing an air launch
platform to make access to space more convenient, reliable, and routine.
“Later taxi testing will include faster speeds and more challenging steering and braking tasks, all
in preparation for first flight. It was exciting to see this magnificent machine on the runway for
the first time!” said Brandon Wood, Test Conductor.
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About Scaled
Scaled Composites is a specialty aerospace and composites development company offering design,
build, and test capabilities. Founded by Burt Rutan in 1982 and located in Mojave, CA, Scaled has
averaged one first flight of a unique, new airplane per year.
Our employees come from a diverse background of talents, experience, and interests. This unique
combination of individuals helps promote an innovative and creative atmosphere. Scaled offers the
opportunity to pursue career and personal interests in a manner that can be found nowhere else by
following one simple rule: have fun. www.scaled.com
Scaled Composites is a wholly owned subsidiary of Northrop Grumman Corporation.

