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Press Release
Scaled Continues to Prove the Durability of Composite Structures

MOJAVE, CA, June 14, 2017:
The Scaled Model 281, Proteus, recently completed its 1000th flight. Piloted by test pilot Clint
Nichols, with project engineer Sam Henney in the right seat, the aircraft took off at sunrise for this
milestone flight.
Proteus was designed and built by Scaled in the late 90's and completed its first flight on July 26,
1998. Proteus’ original mission was to test using an aircraft as a high altitude communications satellite
– the first attempt at delivering a broadband internet connection to the masses (20 years ago!) The
airplane proved to be very versatile as a high altitude, long endurance research platform which
allowed Scaled to continue utilizing Proteus to fly missions for many programs over the years,
accumulating over 4000 flight hours.
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Proteus, named after the old man of the sea who was known to take on different shapes to escape
captors, was built with a removable center section and has the ability to change its shape based on
mission. Although the airplane never had an opportunity to fly a mission with the fuselage barrel
removed, Proteus’ missions did prove the name true with the constantly changing programs the
airplane takes on. In its current configuration, Proteus has the ability to carry large payloads.
The Proteus program schedule continues to be full of exciting and important missions for programs.
For more information regarding the airplane, please refer to our website:
http://scaled.com/projects/proteus

About Scaled
Scaled Composites, a Northrop Grumman Corporation (NYSE:NOC) subsidiary, is a specialty
aerospace and composites development company with broad experience in air vehicle design, tooling
and manufacturing, specialty composites structure design, analysis and fabrication, and developmental
flight test of air and space vehicles. Founded by Burt Rutan in 1982 and located in Mojave, CA,
Scaled has averaged one first flight of a unique, new airplane per year.
Our employees come from a diverse background of talents, experience, and interests, with a
combination of individuals that promotes an innovative and creative atmosphere. Scaled offers the
opportunity to pursue career and personal interests in a manner that can be found nowhere else by
following one simple rule: have fun.

